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With a population of only 162,000, Belize has been accommodating over 8,000 Central American
refugees per year since 1981. Although many refugees subsequently leave for Mexico or the US, the
Belizean government claims that such uncontrolled immigration "has had negative repercussions
in land use, labor, health and public services." The government has requested that the UN High
Commission for Refugees scale down its operations in Belize, and has asked the Commission
to suspend aid to new refugees. In brief, the government has stated that refugee status will be
granted to persons currently seeking asylum (as of January), but entrance of more refugees into
the country is to be prevented. The government's concern is that the native-born Belizeans are
being gradually outnumbered and that the "ethnic balance" of the Belizean population is thus being
threatened. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Economic Development says the government is
opposed to the establishment of refugee camps. The UNHCR has described certain measures taken
by the government as unfair, and a report by a government advisory committee on immigration as
"degrading refugees and degrading Belize." (From Mesoamerica, December 1987, summarized by
Central America Resource Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota)
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